
markably good Bhowing for the week ending Novem-
ber 16th. It is not often that the weekly mortality of
the city gets below the 700 mark ; but last week the
number of deaths reported was 676; against 721 for
the previous week and 706 for the average of the cor-

responding weeks of the past five years. The deaths
from diphtheria decreased from 41 to 26, those from
pneumonia from 117 to 96, and those from typhoid
fever from 15 to 5.

philadelphia.

The Pennsylvania Colony Farm for Epilep-
tics.

—

The project of establishing a colony for epi-
leptics, where country living and farm work, judi-
ciously apportioned, would constitute the principal
therapeutic treatment, which has been under consid-
eration for some time, has at length assumed a definite
shape. The court has granted a charter for the " Penn-
sylvania Colony Farm for Epileptics " and the cor-

porators have organized November 13th by the elec-
tion of Dr. Wharton Sinkler, President. Among the
Directors are Drs. Charles K. Mills, James C. Wilson
and Wharton Sinkler. A charitable gentleman of
Philadelphia has offered to give $50,000 for the erec-

tion of suitable buildings provided that the farm be
secured before January 1, 1896.
Schleich's Method of Local Anesthesia.

—Dr. Theophilu8 Parvin at the last meeting of the County
Medical Society, 13th inst., read a paper on " Schleich's
Method of Local Anesthesia " by subcutaneous and
parenchymatous injections of weak cocaine-morphine
solutions, and demonstrated the effect in his own per
son, by allowing an incision of an inch in length to
be made in his forearm and to be stitched up, uuder
its influence, in the presence of the Society. He de-
clared it to be an absolutely painless procedure and
predicted great future usefulness for this method in
surgery, and that at least fifty per cent, of the opera-
tions now done under general anesthetics, will ulti-
mately be done by this method, which he declared
suitable even for major operations.
Changes in the Staff of the Philadelphia

Hospital.
—

At the Philadelphia Hospital some

changes were made in the attending staff, on the 12th
inst., by the Department of C harities and Correction.
Dr. Wm. G. Porter's resignation was accepted and a

complimentary vote given him in acknowledgment of
twenty-five years' service on the surgical staff, Dr.
Alfred C. Wood was chosen to succeed him. The
Board then increased the number of surgeons from
nine to ten, and appointed Dr. J. Chalmers DaCosta
to the position thus created. Dr. Ernest B. Sangree
was appointed Pathologist, to succeed Dr. Coplin who
recently resigned to accept a chair in Vanderbilt Uni-
versity at Nashville. Dr. Clara Marshall resigned
from the obstetrical staff aud Dr. Elizabeth L. Peck
was elected to fill this vacancy.
Radical Cure of Hernia. — Dr. G. G. Davis

read a paper at the November meeting of the College
of Physicians, on " The Radical Cure of Hernia, with

Especial Reference to the Treatment of the Sac," in
which he suggested a novel method of utilizing the
sac as a plug to close the internal opening of the ring,
a method which he had tried clinically and which he
had found to be satisfactory.

Miscellany.
VIRCHOW ON PASTEUR.1

At a meeting of the Berlin Medical Society, held
on October 16th, being the first since the recess, Pro-
fessor Virchow, in speaking of the members who had
died since they had last met, referred to the late M.
Pasteur as the most eminent of them all. That So-
ciety, he said, had conferred its honorary membership
on the departed French savant in 1892. Professor
Virchow emphasized the universal importance of
Pasteur's proof of the inadmissibility of the theory of
autobiogenesi8. Pasteur was not friendly to the Ger-
man Empire, but that had not affected the Society'sopinion of his merits. In order to understand his
feeling towards the German Empire it was necessary
to remember that he earned his first title to fame at
Strassburg University, now a Germau seat of learn-
ing. Professor Virchow concluded by remarking that
a final judgment as to the value of Pasteur's inocula-
tions against hydrophobia was not yet possible, but it
was already necessary to admit that it had formed the
starting-point of a new departure in medicine.

Correspondence.
THE STUDY OF DERMATOLOGY IN EUROPE.

(Continued from No. 20, p. 503.)
VIENNA.

About the middle of October I arrived in Vienna, the
city of all Europe to which I had looked forward with the
greatest eagerness, but which in the end proved to be the
bitterest disappointment.
The wards of the skin department contain many veryinteresting cases ; in fact, no hospital in Europe in myknowledge, save Paris, can offer so much material for

study. But it is not the material which is at fault in
Vienna, it is the instruction. Kaposi, to my mind, oc-
cupies a more important position than any dermatologist
in the world. It is to him that by far the greatest number
of foreigners flock for instruction, and to him is granted
the privilege of teaching this cosmopolitan audience the
supreme results of the world's past and present investiga-
tions with the priceless aid of the Vienna patients and the
Vienna collection of dermatological paintings, but unfortu-
nately this valuable trust is not satisfactorily fulfilled.
Kaposi's teachings represent the dermatology of his greatest
mental activity, that is, the dermatology of a previous
decade, and in his lectures, his work is the principal, in
fact, the only theme, for he recognizes the labors of no
other dermatologist living or dead, save of Hebra. To all
fair-minded men modern dermatology is the product of the
labor of all countries, and modern lectures should be a
résumé of these combined studies ; but Kaposi's lectures
are a repetition of Kaposi's published works, and little at-
tention is given to the immense strides which the study of
dermatology has made during the last ten years

—

a pro-
gress due almost wholly to men who do not live in Vienna.

1 British Medical Journal.
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